Stephen Decatur Yearbook Class-Expectations 
Supplies Needed:

1-pen or pencil each day

SDHS Agenda

1 GB or larger jump drive-(this will be mandatory and will count as a grade) 

Class Procedures-

· All book bags will be placed on the floor as you enter the classroom (put bags on the left side of the hallway as you enter).  You will need something to write with, and your SDHS Agenda.
· Sit in the black chairs on the floor-DO NOT SIT on the stage or AT A COMPUTER-computers are not to be touched unless directed to do so

· Do not enter the office area unless you are invited to do so

· Sit quietly until directions are given for the day’s activities

· A lesson for the day will be taught and/or a survey of progress on layouts (what still needs to be done).  

· When class is nearing its conclusion, I will direct you to return any equipment, close all computer applications and sit down.  Remain seated until I dismiss the class.  Do not line up at the door.  I must be sure all equipment is stored and accounted for before anyone leaves the room.  
Overall Expectations for the Semester: 

General Studio Rules

· No food or drink is permitted in the studio.  We have a lot of expensive equipment which can be damaged by crumbs and moisture.   

· No cell phones are to be out or in use; this will result in an automatic zero for the day, the confiscation of your phone, and a possible office referral for chronic abusers.

· You are expected to be working, not playing or sleeping.  We have a yearbook to get out– there is always something to be done. You are expected to go out into the school building to do your assignments in a timely manner and return to class with evidence of time well spent.  If you are wandering the halls you will receive a zero for the day and not be trusted to go out again. Your layout grade may suffer if you cannot go out and get quotes or pictures.  Make positive choices when leaving the classroom so that you may be trusted to go out again. Those who cannot do "hands on" production work will do work from a textbook and WILL NOT leave the blue chairs in the instructional area.
· No student has permission to leave campus.  If you need to photograph something or interview someone off of the school property, special permission is required and you must have a signed note from the teacher for you to leave the school property. 

· Lateness and excessive absences will result in loss of participation points.

Specific computer guidelines will be issued and must be followed.  The computers in this classroom are the yearbook.  They hold files of pages, stories and photos.  When one of them breaks or fails to run correctly whole portions of the accumulated student work may be lost.  Therefore:

· No downloading of music, games, photos, and files that are not specifically needed for yearbook.  Saving files that are unnecessary only loads down the computers and this is a strain our computers do not need.  The county is installing a new program on the server which will detect when users break the firewall and those students will be singled out.  Facebook, myspace and other sites such as these are accessed only by a proxy and are examples of breaking the firewall and violating the computer agreement which you signed.  Do not use proxies and go around the firewall.

Student will be given a score of zero for not showing up to shoot an event that he/she agreed to cover.

· Cursing is disrespectful and will not be tolerated.  A zero for the day and detention may be given for those who cannot control their language.  Chronic cursing will result in an office referral.

· Respect is required for all persons.  Learning new skills requires risk taking.  Please be tolerant and supportive of your classmates and they will be respectful to you.

· Yearbook badges/passes will not be given to all students.  You must prove your trustworthiness, work ethic, attitude, respect and show good behavior IN the classroom BEFORE you will be given the right to use a badge to go out of the room.  Some of you may get them soon; some of you may not get one at all.  It is up to you.

· Once you have a badge, sign out with the teacher.  If you do not sign out with me and you are out of the room, I will write an office referral as you will be cutting class.  You will not leave the room again. 

Participation Points

· Start with 5 points everyday – 25 points per week

· Breaking any of the above general rules (plus any rules set in place as the need arises during the semester) will result in a zero – loss of all 5 points.  Getting 0/25 week after week will bring your grade down quickly.  If you are not working, wandering the halls when you should be working, or breaking class rules as listed above, your grade will be impacted. 
· Professionalism

· Our class goal is to prepare students for the world of professional broadcasting and journalism.  To this end, professional dress (when leaving SDHS) and behavior will be required of all students.  Punctuality, professional dress, proper manners and excellent attendance are all expectations of this class.

· Students will work in teams of two.  Teams will leave together, stay together while working, shooting pictures, and return together.  Wandering about the building will not be tolerated, will result in a zero and may result in your removal from this class.

· Behavior problems while on assignment for Yearbook or any other serious discipline issue related to another class will be cause for loss of privileges to leave the classroom.

· Please do not make plans to miss class to do something for another teacher without prior approval from me.  You are important to our production and are needed in class everyday!

· Please be on time for class and for scheduled interviews and events.  Being punctual = Being professional

Grading

Participation and following class rules (see above)




Layouts/Spreads/Projects/Homework/Ad sales






Test, Quizzes 

 






Final Exam








General Requirements:

How is this class different than any other?

· We are producing a professional publication; your work needs to be focused on meeting this expectation.  Low quality work cannot be used and will not be accepted.

· Hierarchy-

· Teachers-both teachers are co-advisors-listen to them equally

· Editors-have authority and will give direction and feedback

· Proper grammar and spelling as well as high quality camera work are goals for our class.  I will teach you how to excel in these areas.  

· Students must be able to accept constructive criticism in order to represent Stephen Decatur High School in an exceptional manner.  Professionalism is our goal and I will work hard to help you develop the skills needed to be successful. 
· Remember this:“Success is going from failure to failure without losing your enthusiasm.”







-Abraham Lincoln
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